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FOREWORD
There have been so many requests recently for information regarding the admissions procedure
at Rollins College that an attempt
has been made here to set forth
for the use of all who are interested the methods by wh ich Rollins
chooses students, and the ideals
upon which those methods are
based.
It is hoped that thi s information
will be of value.
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS
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OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS

THE PHILOSOPHY OF
THE ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE
neces sity of any
educational system worthy of the
name is that it graduates students
who are able to attack the normal problems
of life with a mature• and reasoned point of
view. In other words, the real question facing the colleges of the country is not how
many facts they . teach their students but
how they season the students for the conditions in which they will find themselves
after they leave the classroom.

T

HE

FUNDAMENTAL

It is not the fact s they have in their
heads; it is the way they use those facts
that · counts. Colleges, therefore, should
concentrate on teaching their students to
be mature and reasonable. Students cannot
possib ly remember, for any length of time,
the facts they have learned in the classroom,
but they will never lose the habits of
thought, diligence, and originality they
learn when they are young.
This should be the philosophy of every
institution calling itself a college in thi s or
any country. It has been the underlying
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ideal of Rollins since its foundation . Particularly during the pa.st ten years, under
the presidency of Hamilton Halt, Rollins
has sought to become an institution which
develops students with personality and
originality.
SocrAL AN D INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

Rollins bases its program upon the close
and friendly relationship which exists between the faculty and the student body.
This is brought about, first, by means of the
Conference Plan of Study rather than the
recitation- or the lecture-system, and, second, by the smalt classes, in which the
professors and students find it possible to
benefit to the highest degree from each
other's personalities. Social and intellectual
freedom are the keynotes to the Rollins
Ideal. In this atmosphere of freedom the
Rollins student learns to think for himself
and to stand on his own two feet.
But freedom is not a commodity to be
lightly entrusted to the hands of those unable to realize its responsibilities and its
duties . Freedom should never become
license. It has to be earned like anything
else worth while.
Rollin s cannot teach students to respect
freedom and recogmze its responsibilities.
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What it can and does do is to give them
the opportunity to learn how to use freedom
under sympathetic and tolerant conditions.
Rollins recognizes that the fundamental
purpose of education is to enable the student
to substitute self-discipline-discipline from
within-for that which has been imposed
upon the individual since his birth by those
in whose hand s his formative years were
shaped.
POTENTIAL MATURITY

It stands to reason that the ideal Rollins
student is one who is potentially mature
about his outlook upon life. He need not
be, in any outward sense, a grown person
when he arrives on the Rollins campus; but
he should have the potentialities there, hidden away perhaps, but nevertheless discoverable. He should have the moral qualities
necessary to discipline and to develop his
intellectual and physical qualities. That
is, he should possess diligence, social consciou sness, faithfulness, tolerance, id eali sm,
and other like qualities.
This is the idea Rollins ha s in mind when
choosing students. It matters far more to
the authorities at Rollins that a headmaster
or a school principal give an unqualified
recommendation to the College concerning
a student's moral fibre than that the same
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student should pass all hi s College Board
Examinations with a certain percentage.
In fact, Rollins does not require College
Boards for entrance. The College is interested in prospective students as individuals
with personalities of their own rather than
as intellectual robots whose training has
taken stock fir st of their memories, and
second of their minds. Rollins believes that
every prospective student is an individual
in his own right and should receive individual attention when he applies.
The standardized College Board requirements fall short of the Rollins Ideal simply
becau se they are standardized.
HIGH

SELECTIVITY

NECESSARY

The enrolment at Rollins is limited permanently to five hundred. At the present
time, the physical facilities of the College
allow for only four hundred. It is therefore essential to the College to get the right
kind of student enrolled in the beginning
so that adjustments will not have to be
made later by removing the undesirables to
make room for those who could benefit by
what the College has to offer. Admission to
Rollins is a highly selective process-but
selective from the moral, not merely the
intellectual, standpoint.
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The whole admissions procedure at Rollins is based upon two essentials: first, that
the student is known to the College to be
sincere, able and willing to recognize the
special advantages offered by the Rollins
Plan, and of sufficient moral quality to
benefit from these advantages once he has
recognized them; second, that his intellectual training has enabled him to be certified
by an accredited school.
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The second of these two requirements is
self-explanatory. An answer to the fir st is
reached by means of an extensive _system of
questionnaires, sent to the applicant himself,
who answers hi s under the supervision of
an impartial person, and sent also to his
parents, hi s pastor, the principal of his
school, etc. A health certificate from his
doctor is, of course, an added requirement
which is too obviously necessary to expound
upon. The object of this series of questionnaires is to give the entrance authorities
at the College an opportunity to evaluate
the applicant's character as best they can
before the student arrives. Wherever possible, some member of the College, or some
one whose opinion would be recognized by
the College, ha s a personal interview with
the applicant and reports t(l the College.
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IMPORTA N CE OF MORAL APPROACH

This procedure is most certainly not foolproof. There have been students at Rollins
who have passed through this procedure
who have not mea sured up to the standard
set by the College. But thi s is true of any
system. None is perfect. The point is that
the Rollins method lays special emphasis
upon the moral approach, not the intellectual or the phys ical. And it is by the moral
standard that a man is judged in the world.
There have been great men whose I. Q.
probably would not rate them equal to
many of their contemporaries; there have
been others who were certainly not physical
Adoni ses. But there has never been a great ·
man whose moral strength did not lift him
head and shoulders above his fellow men.
The qualities belonging to thi s categoryfaithfulness, social consciousness, diligence,
tolerance, open-mindedness, idealism, and
the rest-s hould be recognized as the leading requi sites for entrance by the colleges
of this country and thi s ideal should be
developed immeas urably in the future.
USING FREEDOM WI SELY

There is freedom at Rollin s, yes-freedom
to earn, and to appreciate beca use it is
hard-earned; freedom in which to develop

8

ENROLLING

AT

ROLLINS

IMPORTANCE OF MoRAL APPROACH

This procedure is most certainly not foolproof. There have been students at Rollins
who have passed through this procedure
who have not mea sured up to the standard
set by the College. But this is true of any
sys tem. None is perfect. The point is that
the Rollin s method lays special emphasis
upon the moral approach, not the intellectual or the physical. And it is by the moral
standard that a man is judged in the world.
There have been great men whose I. Q.
probably would not rate them equal to
many of their contemporaries; there have
been others who were certainly not physical
Adoni ses. But there has never been a g reat
man whose moral strength did not lift him
head and shou lders above his fellow men.
The qualities belonging to this categoryfaithfulne ss, social consciousness, diligence,
tolerance, open-mindedness, idealism, and
the rest -should be recognized as the leading requi sites for entrance by the colleges
of this country and thi s ideal should be
developed immeasurably in the future.
USING FREEDOM WISELY

There is freedom at Rollins, yes-freedom
to earn, and to appreciate because it is
hard-earned; freedom in which to develop

ENROLLING AT ROLLINS

9

one's mentality and one's body; freedom
based upon informa lity, a lack of stuffy
dignity, and a friendly give and take, in
and out of the class room.
But this freedom is as open to abu se as it
is to its wise employment. It is the belief
of those who have developed the Rollins
Plan that if a student is given the benefit
of the doubt and is treated as a mature
person, he will show far greater development than if his natural attempts at selfexpression are curtailed.
Consequently, one finds very few rigid
rules on the Rollins Campus.
But this quality of Rollins, however outstanding it may be, might easily become
a very dangerous quality, also. That is why
it is so necess ary for Rollins to insure to
itself a well-balanced and mature student
body.
Sinclair Lewis, in a recent visit to the
Rollins Campus, commended the students
on the freedom they enjoy, but warned
them that it is a precious gift they are inheriting as students becau se it will be taken
from them inevitably if they accept it
lightly and abuse it.
It is the duty of those who have charge
of admitting applicants to Rollin s that they
make sure only those who value their
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freedom and use it for their own betterment
and growth come to the College.
This consideration is at the root of the
whole procedure of admissions .

•
Correspondence relative to admissions
shou.l d be addressed to:

GEORGE C. HOLT
Directo1· of Admissions
ROLLINS
WINTER

COLLl!GE

PARK,

FLORIDA
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In order to enter Rollins College, a prospective student must:

1.

Fill in an Application Blank furnished
by the College and re.turn this together
with a Ten Dollar Application Fee.

2.

Have hi s · doctor fill in a Health Certificate furnished by the College.

3.

Fill in, under the supervision of a
responsible person, the questionnaire
sent by the College.*

4.

Have a personal interview with a
member of the College or some other
responsible person.

5.

After acceptance of his application by
the Committee on Admissions, pay the
Contingent Deposit Fee of Twentyfive Dollars which is refundable at the
completion of the College course.

6.

Register as a student at Rollins College.

Correspondence relative to admissions
should be addressed to:

GEORGE C. HOLT
Director of Admissions
ROLLINS
WINTER

COLLl!GE

PARK,

FLORinA

*In addition to the questionnaire to be filled in
by the applicant himself, the College sends questionnaires to the applicant's parents and his school
principal, and reference bl anks and personality
rating blanks to the applicant's teachers, friends,
pastor, and a Rollins alumnus or student. At the
same time the College asks the applicant's school
to send his school credits. All of these forms must
be filed at the College before the Committee on
Admissions can act upon the application.
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